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The White Elephant (iv)

That night when the white elephant did not return home, his mother
was very worried. She had heard all the commotion outside and had
guessed that the King’s men had taken away her son. She was scared
that the King would ride him in to battle and her son would definitely be
killed. She was also worried that there would be no one to look after
her or even feed her, as she could not see. She just lay down and cried
bitterly.

Meanwhile her son was led in to the beautiful city of Benaras where he
was given a grand reception. The whole city was decorated and his own
stable was gaily painted and covered with garlands of fragrant flowers.
The trainers laid out a feast for their new state elephant who refused to
touch a morsel. He did not respond to any kind of stimuli, be it the
fragrant flowers or the beautiful and comfortable stable. He just sat
there looking completely despondent.

The worried trainers went straight to report the situation to their King,
as they were scared that the elephant would just waste away without
any food or water. The King was extremely concerned when he heard
what they had to say and went to the stable himself. He offered the
elephant food from the royal table and asked him why he grieved in this
manner. He thought that the elephant should be proud and honored



that he was chosen as the state elephant and would get the opportunity
to serve his King.

Hard Word

Commotion:- a state of confused and noisy disturbance.
Garland:- a wreath of flowers and leaves

Morsel:- a small piece or amount of food

H.W write summary and remember hard words
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